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May 2022 

Happy Mothers Day to all the Mom’s out there 
next week! 

Here we go again! Wildfires in Sevier County and 
Seymour!  Thank goodness there were no fatalities 
that we are aware of and though several thousand 
structures were burned the individual families af-
fected were a lot less.  Thanks to the Sevier County 
and Knoxville Tri-County Lions for reaching out to 
their communities to assist where possible.  District 
12N received a $10,000 emergency grant and 
along with the Sevier County Lions, we allowed 
families affected by the fires to shop for personal 
necessities on three different occasions at two dif-
ferent stores.  WE SERVE and hope that our efforts 
will make at least a small impact towards their re-
covery process. 

We are getting close to the end of our Lions year 
and I ask all of you to please make a concerted ef-
fort to welcome some new Lions into our organiza-
tion.  Our current membership is still slightly posi-
tive but we all know what happens come June 
when memberships are not renewed and we drop 
many Lions!  Let’s end this year on a positive note! 

Thank you all! 

Yours in Lionism, DG Paulette 

May 14 - 9 til Noon 

Eyeglass Recycling 
LVBI Johnson City 

 

June 4 - 9 til 10 

Officer Training 

Location TBD 

 

June 11 - 9 til 10 

Officer Training 

Location TBD 

 

June 25 - 10 til 2 

Zone Chair Training 

LVBI Morristown 

 



 

Vice District Governor’s Musings 
RICH’S REVIEWS 
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county fairgrounds to offer shelter, food and aid to the victims and the 
first responders. Operation Bar-B-Q Relief set up shop at the Pigeon 
Forge High School to feed the first responders. The Sevier County Li-
ons Club operated a one stop assistance center at the Sevier County 
Fairgrounds offering eyeglasses, eye drops, etc. along with other civic 
organizations dispensing food, water, clothing, etc. to those who lost 
everything. 

DG Paulette Bailey contacted LCI and secured an LCIF emergency 
grant of $ 10,000 for District 12N. Sevier County Lions Club made ar-
rangements with local department stores and those affected by the 
fires to shop for their basic needs. ‘We Serve’ - first-hand Lions in Ac-
tion! 

A little late but I wanted to recognize all of the Lion volunteers – not 
only during the wildfires but volunteering for projects in their respec-
tive community every day as April 2022 was National Volunteer month: 

“In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of work 
we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Je-
sus himself said: 

 ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive’ “Acts 20:35.  

Kudos until next month: DGE Rich Wilson 

During the last week of March and the first week of 
April 2022, wildfires broke out in the Wears Valley 
and Seymour areas of Sevier County.  Hundreds of 
firefighters along with their equipment came from 
every corner of the state.  Volunteers poured into 
the local community center, the high school and the  
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Serving Childhood Cancer 

Carol Bowling of the Kingsport Lions 
Club delivered items collected at the 
District 12N convention to Nis-
wonger Children‘s Hospital.  Also 
pictured is Ashlee Simersly, RN - 
Child Life Specialist. 

Bigfoot Visit 

The Sevier County Lions had a spe-
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Sevier County Wildfires 

Sevier County Lions took charge 
and worked with the Pigeon Forge 
Rotary Club to organize and set up 
a Relief Center at the Sevier Coun-
ty Fairgrounds to help those fami-
lies affected by the fires. 

 

Since only a handful of families actually went to the center, it closed down 
within 10 days.  But Sevier County Lions weren’t going to let it stop there -
see next page for what they did. 

Chuck & Kim Osborne at Relief Cen-
ter - Sevier County Vision booth 

The Lions helped sort through 
the various donations and set up 
a store inside the relief center.  
Items were sorted by category. 

Lion Rich helped “Operation Bar-B-Q” 
serve the first responders. 
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Sevier County Wildfires (cont.) 

Since the District received a $10,000 emergency grant, club members per-
sonally contacted several families and arranged for shopping days to help 
them purchase some items to help them begin to rebuild their lives.  
Three separate shopping events took place at two different locations.  
Knoxville Tri-County Lions also initially reached out with some locations 
where donations could be made as well as providing a list of needs.. 

Several Lions helped fami-
lies with shopping carts 
and loading their cars. 

As you can imagine, all of 
the families that we 
helped were very humble 
and grateful! 

WE SERVE - This is what the 
Lions do - Acts of Kindness - 
meeting the needs of our 
communities! 
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Sevier County Lions Club members provided Easter treats to 
the children of Smoky Mountain Children’s Home and to the 
children at Wears Valley Ranch.  Club members stuffed more 
than 600 plastic eggs with assorted candies, placed them in-
to Easter treat bags, and delivered them to the two agencies 
in time to celebrate the Easter season.                                                                                      

Members Chuck Osborne, Terry Aparicio, Brian 
Powell, and Kristy Elder stuffing plastic eggs. 

Members Terry Aparicio, Brian Powell, Kristy 
Elder, and Rich Wilson preparing Easter treats. 

Members Frank Aparicio and Terry Aparicio 
delivering treats to the Wears Valley Ranch. 

Members Chuck Osborne, Kim Osborne, Kristy 
Elder, Terry Aparicio, SMCH Rep, and Rich Wil-
son delivering treats to the Smoky Mountain 
Children’s Home. 
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Harriman Lions Club Partners with  

Cornstalk Heights Historical Community Organization  

The Cornstalk Heights Historic District is 
located in Harriman, TN. The district was 
listed on the US Department of the Inte-
rior’s National Register of Historic Places 
in September 1990 for its historical and 
architectural significance.  This residen-
tial district shows the direct influence of 
community planning and development 
by the East Tennessee Land Company 
during the years 1890-1895.   

Written into each and every residential 
deed was the Land Company’s stipula-
tion forbidding “the use of the property, 
or any building thereon, for the purpos-
es of making, storing or selling intoxicat-
ing beverages:.  The penalty for break-
ing this rule would result in the property 
being returned to the Land Company. 

Among the historic district structures is the First Christian Church which 
was built in 1890, and is the current focal point of reconstruction and res-
toration by the Cornstalk Heights Historical Community Organization 
(CHHCO).  The plan is to convert the old church into a community meeting 
place and is now called Harriman Hall.  The Harriman Lions Club has been 
helping the CHHCO on monthly Saturday work days and recently present-
ed CHHCO President (Mr. Bruce Knobloch) with a check for $500 and 
pledge of $1500 to replace one of the stained-glass windows.   

If you attend the Lions Club Pancake Breakfast on June 4th, take some 
time and drive through Cornstalk Heights to view these beautifully restored 
homes.  

Harriman Lions members on work 
duty.  (Left to right - Andy Gecelo-
sky, Will Burgess, Carie Gecelosky 
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CARYVILLE CARES LEO- LIONS CLUB HOSTS 
“MANAHOUSE MURDER MYSTERY” 

Recently, more than 50 amateur “detectives” met at Manahouse Coffee in Jacks-
boro for a night of “who done it.”  The evening featured an original story by Lion 
Patrick Pebley, where attendees tried to figure out who killed the local beloved 
Mayor.  Teams worked together discovering clues, racing against time to defuse a 
bomb, and trying to find out who was behind the pretend murder. 

While the bomb was ultimately disarmed just in time, the murderer got away.  A 
sequel to the story is already in the works.  

The night of fun was all in an effort to raise money for the Caryville Cares Play-
ground – the keynote project of the Caryville Cares Leo Lions Club.  The Club is 
the newest in District 12 N.     

“This event was a great way to bring together supporters to have some fun” said 
Leo-Lion Sarah Padgett.  “We hope that everyone had a good time.  Events like 
this are always fun, but it’s even better when you know you are supporting a 
great cause.”  
 
If you are interested in making a donation, you can visit the group’s GoFundMe 
at:  https://gofund.me/20eafce2 .  The group is also active on Facebook by 
searching “Caryville Cares Playground.” 

https://gofund.me/20eafce2


 

 

 9 

CARYVILLE CARES LEO- LIONS CLUB HOSTS 
“MANAHOUSE MURDER MYSTERY” CONT. 
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Back this year by popular demand - The Norris Lions Club is hosting a 
community-wide yard sale on Saturday, May 14th, from 8:00 AM—2:00 PM 
 
This event was well attended last year, and we anticipate an even larger 
turnout this year. All proceeds from the sales at the Lions Pavilion will go 
towards our service projects and local charities in Norris and the surround-
ing communities. Individuals hosting a yard sale will have the option to do-
nate all or a portion of their sales to the Lions. 
 
 
Should you have any questions, please contact me at (865) 805-1051 or 
Jennifer Hayes at (865) 494-7502 
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We bet you are wondering 
what to do with your boxes 
and boxes of eyeglasses! 

 

RECYCLING COLLECTION DAY 

Sat. May 14, 2022 - 9 - Noon 

LVBI - 108 Kwickway La. 

Johnson City, TN 

The Eyeglass Recycling team will be hosting a collection day on Saturday, 
May 14, 2002 from 9:00 - Noon at the Lions Volunteer Blind Industries of-
fice at 108 Kwickway La., Johnson City, TN. 

Please collect and sort glasses as follows:  All metal and plastic frames are 
welcome.  Please get rid of any broken frames, lenses and miscellaneous 
pieces.  Please DO NOT include eyeglass cases.  If the cases are new look-
ing you may contact Jim McFarland at tnlionjim@gmail.com to see if the 
Smoky Mountain Vision Van can use them and/or Kim Osborne at kimos-
borne607@gmail.com to see if the Sevier County Lions Club could use 
them for the Vision Clinics they often host. 

NEWS & VIEWS ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS 

 

Articles for the News & Views should be in WORD or JPEG for-
mats and NOT PDF formats.  Font size should be at least 16 and 
200 words is the maximum limit for articles.  If photos are sub-
mitted (encouraged) the articles should be no longer than 110 
words and please name the people in the photo(s) if possible.  
For the time being, submit all articles and photos to Paulette 
Bailey at ladipee@gmail.com by the 20th of the month. 
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DAY WITH THE LIONS 

(District 12N Reverse Raffle Event) 

VENDOR INFORMATION 

Crafters/Gamers - we have a great opportunity for you!  You 
and your friends are invited to sell your crafts or set up games at 
this event and by doing so you will be supporting the Lions 12N 
Charities. 

Event Date:  Saturday, June 18, 2022 

Location:  Fountain City Park, 5345 N. Broadway Street. Knox-
ville, TN   37918 

Time:   10:00 AM 

 Details: 

•     10 x 10 space can be reserved for $25 (Lions will NOT take 
a percentage of your sales, but donations are acceptable) 

•     Set-up Time - Check-in at gate by 9:00 AM—Vehicles MUST 
BE OUT of selling area by 10 AM 

•     Vendors must provide/bring - Your own tent, table, chairs, 
etc. 

•     Make Checks Payable to: District 12N Charities.  Payable 
when you sign up.  Send check to Lion Nellie Harshbarger, P.O. 
Box 282, Norris, TN  37828.  Phone 865/494-7599 or 865/705-
5950. 

This is a District 12N Lions fundraiser supporting all 11 
charities that the District supports.  
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Join us for an evening of food, fun and live music as we raise money to 
support the Karns Lions Club Community Park and the many Karns Lions 
Club charitable projects in the community. 

Indulge in all you can eat shrimp*, andouille sausage, potatoes, corn on 
the cob, gumbo, all the fixins', soft drink and dessert. 

*Shrimp is cooked separately so plates can be made for those with shellfish 
allergies. 

Bid on a variety of items in our silent auction. 

Per person cost: $30 - Purchase tickets online at https://
karnslionsclub.com/upcoming-events (processing fee applies).  Non-
refundable Tickets must be purchased in advance.  Limited number availa-
ble each night.  Tickets must be used for date specified on the ticket so 
there is enough food. 

Or purchase with cash or check at one of the following locations: 
-Salon Matias, 2548 Byington Solway Rd 
-Mike Grimes Insurance, 7715 Oak Ridge Hwy 
-Matlock Tire, 10838 Hardin Valley Rd 

Visit KarnsLionsClub.com for more information. 

https://karnslionsclub.com/upcoming-events?fbclid=IwAR0g13AVWPVl8k5rz8OLbB5MTBIhk4VG-n5sbdeCztTKjO4uIdNDvICTScA
https://karnslionsclub.com/upcoming-events?fbclid=IwAR0g13AVWPVl8k5rz8OLbB5MTBIhk4VG-n5sbdeCztTKjO4uIdNDvICTScA
http://karnslionsclub.com/?fbclid=IwAR03I_VO-MfTLCPRYTvmiuTofJTRzZaLF1PvFpPsl3tktwdujjKhozS_GC0
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Officer Training 

 

Training for Presidents, Secretaries and Treasurers will 
be offered in two different locations - one in the 
northeast part of the District and one in the southeast.   
Details for the specific locations are still being worked 
out but the dates are: 

 

Saturday, June 4, 2022 - 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM 

Saturday, June 11, 2022 - 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM 

 

Zone Chair Training  

 

Saturday, June 25, 2022 

Lions Volunteer Blind Industries 

758 West Morris Blvd. 

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

 

DISTRICT 12 N 

OFFICER & ZONE CHAIR TRAINING 
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TIME TO REPORT 

YOUR  

NEW CLUB OFFICERS 

FOR 2022-2023 

According to the Standard Club Constitution & By-Laws, Article II, 

• Club Secretary should submit all of the Officer and Board of Di-
rectors names through the MyLCI System on-line whether 
they remain the same or not. 

 

Note 1:  Your elections should have already happened but if 
they have not, please take care of this ASAP and have your Club 
Secretary post them on MyLCI so that the District and State Di-
rectories can begin their processing.  Remember, Clubs can also 
appoint a Club Administrator to help with some of the on-line re-
porting duties.  If you have trouble reporting these please con-
tact Chuck Bailey at chuckyegg001@gmail.com or Cabinet Secre-
tary, Kim Osborne at kimosborne607@gmail.com  

 

Note 2:  Even if your Officers/Directors are remaining the same, 
you still need to report to Lions Clubs International otherwise 
they will show you as not having any Officers! 
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Lions Peace Poster kits are now availa-
ble at the Lions Store on the LCI web-
site - www.lionsclubs.org, click on the 
shop icon and then click on supplies. 

 

Students ages 11, 12 or 13 as of No-
vember are eligible to participate in the 
International Peace Poster Contest. 
 

October 1st is the deadline to purchase 

All clubs are encouraged to work with their local schools 
and encourage student participation. 

The Peace Poster kits are available for $11.95 

What a great way to spotlight some local talent!  If their 
posters are selected as a Club winner, it can be sent to the 
District and if selected as a District winner then it can go to 
the Multiple District/State level and if selected as a winner 
at State it can be sent for possible recognition at the Inter-
national level.  Monetary awards are usually offered at all 
levels. 

Let’s recognize the talents of our young people! 
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DID YOU KNOW? 
 

100% of your donation di-
rectly supports LCIF’s global 
causes.  

Campaign 100 sponsors and 
delivers programs address-
ing the district needs of at-
risk and vulnerable popula-
tions and others dispropor-
tionately impacted by social 
and economic factors and 
requiring special services. 

 

With the help of every Lions 
doing and giving what they 
can, Campaign 100: LCIF 
Empowering Service will 
meet the challenges facing 
our communitied around the 
world,  Together we can 
make a powerful impact. 

 

To learn more about how 
LCIF is investing in the fu-
ture, visit 
www.lionsclubs.org/
campaign100. 



 

 

 21 



 

 

 22 



 

 

 23 



 

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST 
DISTRICT 12N MEMBERS 

IN MEMORY OF 
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Welcome 

New Members 

Miriam Alvarez - Sevier County 

Carol Forrester - Elizabethton 

Judy Vanlandingham - Johnson 
City 

Charles Lambert - Kingsport 



 

Did you know that Lions Volunteer Blind Industries in Morristown and Johnson City employs over 100 disabled 

individuals, some of whom have been with us over 30 years? 

This team of highly-skilled employees produce mattresses, foundations, mattress pads, army and navy physical-

fitness pants, helmet covers for the military, and industrial paper towels. The products made by our blind and visually-

impaired employees can be found in homes, colleges and universities, hotels and resorts, and on military bases both 

at home and abroad. 

Begun in 1951 by the combined efforts of Lions Club Members, the National Industries for the Blind, the State of 

Tennessee, and other interested individuals, Lions Volunteer Blind Industries began our mission of providing 

blind people with "The dignity of independence through employment." Our goal is to help people who are 

blind to help themselves by achieving personal and economic independence. 

We are always hiring blind and visually-impaired people, and offer a very competitive com-

pensation and benefit package. We can use your help to recruit visually-impaired applicants! 

How? Get the word out in your community and refer interested applicants to us by sharing this 

link: https://www.facebook.com/ComfortCraftersMorristown/videos/186130468965042/ 

How can we help YOU? Please consider us for a fundraiser with our Comfort Crafters® mattresses! 

For more information about employ-

ment opportunities, please contact 

Bill Martin at 423-586-3922 ext 112, 

or by email at: 

Bill.Martin@volblind.org. 

 

For more information about employment op-

portunities, please contact 

Michele Love at 423-586-3922 ext 123, or by 

email at: Michele.Love@volblind.org. 
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