UPCOMING
EVENTS:

February 14, 2926

Valentine’s Day

February 28, 2026
Deadline to submit Lion of
the Year and Lion of the
Decade applications

February 28, 2026
Deadline to submit
DG/1vDG/2VDG
Applications

March 27-28, 2026
District 12N Convention
Farragut, TN
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| am looking forward to seeing everyone at
the District 12N convention in Farragut TN at
the Farragut Community Center on March
27th and 28th.

We will be welcoming ID Mark Mansell and
wife Debbie who are going to teach us about
growth opportunities within our district.

| am excited to participate in our district
service project on Saturday where we will be
packing disaster preparedness kits. It’s going
to be a weekend of service and fellowship
that | am ecstatic to share with you.

Convention Registration Forms will be made
available soon!
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VDG’s Lionhearted Lessons @

A Month Fllled with Heart

R February is a month filled with heart—both in love and in
v service. As we celebrate Valentine’s Day, it’s the perfect
N time to reflect on what it truly means to care for one
ak another. For Lions, February isn’t just about chocolates

o

= and cards; it’s about compassion in action. From vision

screenings and food drives to supporting families in need,

Lions Clubs across our communities are finding meaningful ways to share
the love. Every act of service, no matter how small, sends a powerful
message: you matter. This February, let’s turn Valentine’s spirit into year-
round kindness by showing up, lending a hand, and serving with heart.

Together, we can strengthen our communities and remind everyone
that service is the greatest expression of love.

Embracing the Call....Kim Osborne, 2" Vice District Governor




“Leadership Corner”
from PDG Wendy Cain

i‘ﬁ

Congratulations to the 15 members who invested in themselves and
improving their Lions Clubs by attending the 2026 Tennessee Lions
Learning Retreat in Manchester, TN on January 16-18th:

e Farragut: Dave Crawford
e Karns: Karen Gross & Tony Gross '

e Kingsport: Wayne Garland

e Knox North: Clare Crawford and Angela Faulkner
e Knoxville Tri-County: Connie Emmons

e Loudon: Frank McCall

e Oak Ridge: Wendy Cain

e Sevierville: Kathi Hofstad, Chuck Osborne & Kim Osborne
e Tellico Village: Tim Burke and Linda Toblasz

e West Knox: Jim McFarland

If you missed this event, don’t miss the IGNITE Lions Leadership Institute
is a prescribed curriculum intended to provide newer Lions or club
leaders with skills and experiences to navigate the opportunities and
challenges of Lions Clubs. See details below, and register today!

Upcoming Events:
Go to http://tnlions.org/calendar/ for Registration forms or Zoom link.

e February 3: District 12-N Officer “Power Hour” from 8-9 p.m. via Zoom
for Presidents/VPs, Secretaries, Treasurers, Membership Chairs, and
Marketing Chairs.

e March 26: Deadline to register for IGNITE Lions Leadership Institute
(April 16-19). District scholarships are available (reimburse after
attendance). More details: https://rlli.lionsoftn.org/

e March 27-28: District 12-N Convention, Farragut

e April 7: District 12-N Officer “Power Hour” from 8-9 p.m. via Zoom for
Presidents/VPs, Secretaries, Treasurers, Membership Chairs, and
Marketing Chairs.

e April16-19: IGNITE Lions Leadership Institute, Lebanon, TN 3
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District 12N Treasurer’s Update:

District 12N Treasurer's Report as of December 31, 2025

Administrative Account Balance as of 11/29/2025...ccccvveeeeene, 551,525.67
=T L0 OSSOSO USRS USSR S0.00
Expenses: Mileage, Zoom fees, Other....c s -5611.88
Ending balance as of 12/31/2025.... e eeeeeeees 550,913.79

District 12N Charities Inc. Treasurer’s Report as of 12/31/2025

12N Charities Account Balance as of 11/29/2025..cccveevveerevnnnsns 52,961.33
Deposits: DOMETIONS e e s anenees +526,785.17
Expenses: Disaster Relief, Disburse Respecs Funds to

Smoky Mtn. Charities & Appalachian Miles for Smiles ............ -53,373.71
Ending balance as of 12/31/2025..... e 526,372.79

District 12N Charities Inc. DBA Lions District 12N Disaster

Preparedness

Account Balance as of 11/29/2025 . ereeeeremerssesenm s sessnsas 59,415.20
D STES, cvareraesrrnnnsssrrssresrennrar e see s e e e rranmne e n e ena e g g e e S0.00
o L= 4 1= OSSPSR USSR S0.00
Ending balance as of 12/31/2025.....ccecrer e seneeens 50,415.20

Money Market Balance as of 12/31/2025 &
INTErest OF 5169.33 .oniiece e vreerssrssssssssssssrassnsssnssnnssassenssnssnns 569,197.74

Submitted by,
Keltie Kerney
IPDG, 12N Treasurer Administrative and Charities Accounts



CALL for 2nd VDG CANDIDATES

Deadline for Candidate Qualification is
FEBRUARY 28,2026

ARE YOU QUALIFIED TO BECOME 2ND VICE DISTRICT
GOVERNOR NEXT YEAR?

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN SERVING ON THE DISTRICT
12N GOVERNOR’S TEAM FOR 2026-2027?

if so, do you meet these qualifications?

Be an active member in good standing of a
Chartered Club in good standing

Served as Club President for a full term or major
portion thereof

Served on your Club’s Board of Directors for two or
more years

Served as Region/Zone Chair, District Treasurer,
District Secretary, GET, GLT, GMT, GST, or LCIF
Chair for a full term or major portion thereof
Receive endorsement from your Club, or from a
majority of the Clubs in the District

Having not previously served as District Governor

For more information, or to submit your name for consideration,
contact Nominations Chair
PDG Ed Gibbons at 423/914-9991
or email at edgibo46@gmail.com




VOTING REMINDERS FOR CONVENTION

Here are a few important reminders to keep in mind before attending and
voting at the upcoming District 12N Convention on March 27-28, 2026

DUES PAYMENTS - Club dues (International, Multiple
% District, and District) must be paid in full by February
28,2026, for your club delegates to be eligible to vote.

- REMINDER: You no longer receive a written invoice in
the mail from LCI. International Financial statements
are available online now on the Portal and payments
should be made immediately. MD and District dues
statements have been sent via email by Treasurer IPDG
Keltie Kerney to Club Presidents and Treasurers.

(N

DISCOUNTED MEMBERS - During the 2023 International Convention, a
new membership category, “Discounted Member,” was introduced. This
category includes Family members, Leo-Lion members, student
members, and young adult members. These members are not included in
your club’s delegate entitlement. For example, if your club has 16
members and three of them are classified as “discounted members,” your
delegate entitlement will be calculated based on 13 members. As a result,
your club would qualify for only one voting delegate instead of two.

DELEGATE FORMULA - The delegate formula is: One delegate/alternate
for every 10 members or major fraction thereof (over 5 members).

It is important to note that a “discounted member” can serve as your
club’s voting delegate if they are attending the convention and are
selected by your club to represent it.

Additionally, as a reminder, all Past District Governors (PDGs) and Past
Council Chairpersons (PCCs) are eligible to vote, regardless of their club’s
delegate entitlement.

For questions about these two items, please reach out to your District
Constitution & Bylaws Chairperson, Bill Murdoch at wsmurdoch@aol.com
or Cabinet Treasurer, Keltie Kerney at keltiekerney@hotmail.com. 6
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ETSU Lions Club

ETSU Lions
Sarah and Kyler
made labels and
placed on each
bag of pasta
that was
packaged at the
Inasmuch
event, which
will be delivered
to Bucky’s Food
Pantry in
Johnson City,
TN.

ETSU Lion Kyler Kerney-
Elliott delivered toys to
Niswonger Chlldren’s
Hospital in December. Toys
were provided by the
Elizabethton Lions Club.

L to R: ETSU Lions club members, Sarah
Collins and Zone Chair Kyler Kerney-
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ETSU Lions Sarah and Kyler Elliott helped pack 144 bags of food on
sort a box of donated January 14th. This service project
eyeglasses and sunglasses. provides nutritional food and snacks for

children. 7



Greeneville Lions Club

Greeneville Lion, Nancy Southerland, delivered soft plastics to Food City
for the District 12N plastics project. One trip contained 26 pounds of
plastics, and the second trip contained 24 pounds. The Greeneville Lions
Club will continue to collect as long as possible.

Lion Nancy
donating soft
plastics

- | Lto R: Carolyn
Broyles with
Danny Ricker
from the
Opportunity
House
receiving boxes
from Operation
Inasmuch

ol L Sk S

L to R: annett from e Greenevi Food Bak
receiving donations from Lion Carolyn Broyles




Harriman Lions Club

The Harriman Club enjoyed being part of Operation Inasmuch. As shown in
the photo below, Club members donated their 10 boxes to Amanda
Roberts, Director at Hands of Mercy Foodbank in Harriman.

L to R: Amanda Roberts with
Harriman Club members: Andy
Gecelosky, Carie Gecelosky,
and Janice Hall

Inskip Lions Club

In the previous edition of the News & Views, it was mentioned that
Harriman Club President, Dan Reid, may have been the first (and only)
blind Lions Club President to serve in District 12N.

Lion Johnny Cecil of the Inskip Club reported to this editior that Inskip had
a blind president in 1973-74. Lion Richard Stansfield joined the Inksip Club
in 1957 and was serving as Club President when he passed away in March
of 1974. Lion Richard operated a snack stand in Ayres Hall at UT and was a
very independent person.



Johnson City Lions Club

Legos with the Lions
This past event, Legos with the Lions, was more than just building blocks—
it was about building connections, creativity, and confidence. We were
excited to have over 50 families in attendance, coming together to learn,
play, and grow.

By bringing families and children together, we create a space where young
minds can imagine, problem-solve, and work as a team. We do Legos
because play is powerful—it shapes how children think, collaborate, and
believe in what they can build, both with their hands and in their future.
Investing time with families today helps shape the next generation of
leaders tomorrow. Thank you to our Lions for supporting moments that
matter and helping us build strong foundations—one brick at a time.




Kingsport Lions Club

The donation was
made in memory
of Betty’s
beloved
daughter, Dr.
Kelly Elkanick
Thomas, and will
be used to
provide items to
care for dog(s)
being trained to

e~

Kingsport Lions Asher provide services
Elliott and Keltie Kerney L to R: IPDG Keltie with to blind or
helped shop and pack 144 Betty Elkanick, who made a visually impaired
food bags for children significant donation to 12N persons.

with the Food for Thought District Lions.
service project.

L to R: IPDG Keltie Kerney and Lion Barb
Kingsport Lion Asher Elliott Carico rang the bell in December to
helps pack weekly food bags help raise funds for the Salvation Army.
for school children along with Walmart shoppers were very generous
Rotarian Chris Edwards. with their donations! 11



Knox North Lions Club

Knox North Lions Club Treasurer Angela
Faulkner and Secretary Rick Long
presented a donation to Leader Dogs For
—| The Blind at our January meeting. Lion
Connie Emmons and Puppy in Training,
Leyah, received the check.

PDG Clare Crawford and Lion Angela Faulkner (Knox North Lions) and
PDG Dave Crawford (Farragut Lions) participated in the "Dining in the
Dark" experience at the Tennessee Lions Learning Retreat (LLR).




Knox North Lions Club

Knox North Lions Past President
Doug Rodenbeck received
recognition from the Salvation
Army for having rung the Red Kettle
fundraising bell for 60 years.

In 2025, Knox North members rang
the bell without Lion Doug as he
passed away before the annual day
at the kettle.

Those we love don’t go away,

("jofieg wa?fcj J_lui..([e..- us

every day.

‘1? naeei, :mﬁmﬁ,d-,
but always near.

Lions Doug and Martha

Rodenbeck and their grandson

Lion Cub Joshua Rodenbeck rang

the bell together in 2024. 13




Maryville Lions Club

MARYVILLE LIONS TACKLE HUNGER IN BLOUNT COUNTY

Hunger remains a pressing issue in
many communities, including
Blount County. The Maryville Lions
have taken a strong stand against
food insecurity by participating in
a recent District food packing
event. Their efforts have resulted
in the distribution of over 20 = = | : e | e
boxes of fortified pasta meals to '

local organizations serving those P .
in need. Each box contains 32 L to R: Maryville Lion Chuck Bailey,
packets of fortified pasta and Meals on Wheels Exec. Director
sauce. Each packet is enough to Tammye Pirie, and Lion Paulette
feed a family of four. This initiative Bailey.

aligns with Lions Clubs
International’s focus on hunger
relief, especially during Hunger
Month.

lllllll

Maryville Lions delivery to Fairview
Church Food Pantry.

W= N7

i1 | By collaborating with these groups,

| the Lions ensured the meals were
Maryville Lions Paulette & distributed efficiently and reached a
Chuck Bailey delivery to wide range of recipients across

Community Food Connection Blount County. 14



Maryville Lions Club

MARYVILLE LIONS PRESENT “LOOK OF THE LEADER” AWARDS

----------- The Maryville Lions were honored to

I R present two deserving community
LLE * . . . .
. IoNs cLw T B Al individuals with “Look of the Leader”
| ; | awards. These individuals made a
difference SERVING their
communities and working with the
Lions.

_ o
L to R: Paulette Bailey, Joshua \’.}ﬂppys

Oliver, Heather Ledbetter, Lana :
Pettis, Mike Heron and Laura Valeﬂ "}v
Lenear C‘DAY
v
The first Honoree was Dr. Heather Ledbetter, e
Health Coordinator for Maryville City Schools. G2 2 AT

The Maryville Lions have been working with
Heather for over 20 years performing vision
screenings at their annual school health
screenings. Heather is extremely organized and
has the respect from everyone she works with.
Her supervisor Josh Oliver was also in
attendance.

The second honoree was Lana
Pettis, Banking Officer and
Executive Assistant at CBBC Bank.
Lana was instrumental in helping
make the club pecan fund raiser a
success; selling well over 3 cases
worth of pecans. She did it in
memory of her previous boss, Bob
Carroll, who was a past Maryville
Lion. Fellow worker Laura Lenear
and bank President and CEO Mike
Heron were also in attendance. 15




Sevier County Lions Club

l PROJECT

& 1 SUPPORTED BY

L to R: Ranee, Terry, L to R: Pastor Matt L to R: Lion Terry,
Rich, and Wilma Samler & PDG Rich Executive Director Jim
acknowledge the LCIF Wilson. Pastor Matt Davis of the Sevier
District 12N Community was presented witha County Food Ministry,

Impact Grant assistance Melvin Jones and Lion Ranee. Sevier

during LCI’s “Hunger Fellowship Award by  Co Lions donated 8

Week”™. the Sevier Co Lions on boxes of food product.
v behalf of District 12N

to recognize Pathway’s Church on
their outstanding community
involvement and 3 time facilities
donation.

- | I ‘ .
L to R: DG Nathanael Hughes and Lion HUNGRY FOR SERVICE
Ranee King at The Hangar where

40,500 meals were packed for District
12N’s 4th meal packing event.




Sevierville Lions Club

L to R: Our Pageant At our January meeting, we added two new
Queens Andrea & Stacy Lions, and a third new Lion a few days later.
at our Jan. meeting Welcome to the Lions Family,

Kelly, Andrea, and Amy!!

Lion Liz donating hats & gloves Lion Chuck donating plastics
to Gap Creek Elementary School for the 12N recycling project

17



Sevierville Lions Club

Sevierville Lions had a fun afternoon making Valentine cards and
treat bags for our Senior residents at several of the local Nursing &
homes. Deliveries will be made in time for Valentine’s Day.

Hearts
Acress Ameiea
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Send some love To our residents!
Help us fill our map of Volentines
from oll 50 states!

Send Cards fo:

Rose View Center
Attention: Derothy Packard
1201 Rural Avenue
Willinmsport, PA 17701

CrPAeV e W, b'b;‘svtv%

Lions members making treat bags and cards for
our Nursing Home Seniors.

In addition to the handmade cards and treat bags,
Lions prepared and mailed a number of Valentine
cards all across the United States as part of the
“Hearts Across America” program. There is still time

to participate, and this would make a great service
activity for other clubs to implement. Reach out to

us for more information. 18




West Knox Lions Club

DOING WHAT LIONS DO

On Thursday January 9, 2026 the West Knox Lions Club answered
the request for a new coffee maker at a Senior Day Care. The
Coffee Maker would not only be a service to the clients, but also
to the staff and Volunteers. Lion Secretary PDG Jim McFarland
presented this very welcomed gift to the Director Laura Nolan and
her Assistant Renee. r




Lions Learning Retreat

On January 16-18, 2026 District 12N Lions from 10 Clubs attended the
Lions Learning Retreat in Manchester, TN. Photos on the following pages
show some of the activities from this event

——
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Lions Learning Retreat




Lions Learning Retreat




Lions Learning Retreat
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East TN Lions District 12N 2026 CALENDAR
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What is your Valentine's Day Name?

First Letter of Your First Name
Sugar Plum

Honey Bun

Peppermint ”
Playful

Ginger

Sugar

Blankie

Jolly
Cheerful
Buddy

Happy
Glittery

Sparkle

Cookie

Candy ” Tinker
| Chocolate Flowery
J Cutie W Starlight
K Merry X Evergreen
L Tootsie Y Fruity

M Peaches Z Heart

<~ CHOAVDOUVOZ

Your Birth Month

January Love Bug
February Heart Breaker

March Dancing Hat
April Rosey Cheeks
May Blueberry

June Candy Heart
July  Pepper mints
August Sweet Pickles
September Heart Throb
October Sugar Socks
November Pom Pom
December Cutie Pie




Welcome New Members

Heidi Cipollini - Oak Ridge Lions - Sponsor Bill Truex

Robert Cipollini - Oak Ridge Lions - Sponsor Bill Truex

Maureen Collins - Tellico Village Lions - Sponsor Janice Knob
Amy Garner - Sevierville Lions - Sponsor Kim Osborne ‘
Trever Lane - Sevierville Lions - Sponsor Stacy Anderson

Brandy Manifold - Tellico Village Lions - Sponsor Rosie Sylvester
Andrea Oakes - Sevierville Lions - Sponsor Stacy Anderson

Kelly Robison - Sevierville Lions - Sponsor Kathi Hofstad

LIONS
HAVE
BIG
HEARTS

Kathleen Bailey - Loudon Lions
Mario Catani - Tellico Village Lions 26




Other Happenings

12N Treasurer IPDG Keltie Kerney
presented a check to Frank
Waldo, CEO of Appalachian Miles
for Smiles (AMFS), from funds
generated from a recent
eyeglasses recycling event. As
previously agreed, 50% of the
recycling proceeds will be
donated to AMFS and 50% will
be donated to Smoky Mountain
Lions Charities Vision Van.

Semi-Annual District and MD Dues Notice:

The Semi-Annual District and MD District dues invoices for the period
January 1, 2026 - June 30, 2026 have been emailed to all club
Treasurers and Club Presidents & Secretaries where the Secretary is
also serving as the Club Treasurer. The dues are calculated on the
number of members in the club ending December 2025.

Please remit to:

Lions District 12N of Tennessee

C/O Treasurer Keltie Kerney

155 Locust Street

Weber City, VA 24290 Due
If you have questions, contact IPDG/Treasurer
Keltie at: keltiekerney@hotmail.com or 423-416-7407.
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Roaring News and Notes:

District 12N Lions Charities
Notice of Board of Directors
Vacancies

Lions District 12N Charities President
PDG Rich Wilson has announced the
appointment of the 12N Charities
Nominating Committee. The
committee will be chaired by
Charities Vice President Doris Kaifa
and includes Lion Doug Dykstra and
Lion Carolyn Rinehart.

Lions in good standing, from District
12N clubs in good standing, who are
interested in serving on the District
12N Charities Board of Directors are
invited to submit their names for
consideration. DEADLINE TO
SUBMIT your name to Doris Kaifa is
February 28th.

Four (4) Board of Directors positions
will be filled at the District 12N
Convention scheduled for March
2026. Each position carries a three-
year term beginning July 2026.

To submit your name for
consideration, please email Lion
Doris Kaifa at:
celebratelifeyaun@gmail.com

*UPDATED**

Reverse Raffle Update -
Change in date, location
and prizes!

The Reverse Raffle will be
conducted on June 18, 2026
— this is a date change. It will
be held at Eden’s Vista in
Gray, TN — this is a location
change.

The prizes will be $1,000 for
the last ticket drawn (Grand
prize), $500 for the second
to last ticket drawn and $250
for the third to last ticket
drawn. Winners do not need
to be present to win.
Reverse raffle tickets will be
distributed to the clubs
beginning in February.
Please contact IPDG Keltie
Kerney with any questions.

Learn how to
grow Lions &
our impact

lanuary 6 - February 17
! (Feary Outer Week)
5w EST /T e 03T
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Roaring News and Notes (con’t):

EAST TENNESSEH

Pursuant to the By Laws of ETLEB, notice is hereby given of five
(5) 2026 vacancies coming to conclusion for the Board of
Governors three (3) year term.

Nominations to the ETLEB Board of Directors are to be
submitted no later than 45 days prior to the ETLEB Annual
Meeting, which will be held in conjunction with the 12N District
Convention on March 27,2026 in Farragut, TN.

Therefore, interested 12N District Lions in good standing may
submit their name by February 11, 2026 to the nominating
committee:

PDG Rich Wilson, Chair - E: richwilson2011@yahoo.com;
865.321.0903

Lion Doris Kaifa - E: dkaifal23@gmail.com; 423.676.5463

Lion Neil Smith - E: neilcurryl2@outlook.com; 423.677.5264

29
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LIONS VOLUNTEER BLIND INDUSTRIES

You spend your days serving others - let us
serve you. Discover the ultimate sleep
experience with our premium mattresses.
Engineered for deep recovery so you’re ready for
the next service project.

volentcer bilad industries  Comfort Crafters Brand is manufactured by
Lions Volunteer Blind Ind., Inc. We believe great
sleep starts with great craftsmanship. We offer a
full range of mattress types and firmness levels
to match your comfort preferences - plus
custom sizes for RVs, campers, and antique beds.

Proudly supporting the Lions Club District 12N Convention 2026, our
industrial paper towels are built for the toughest jobs - just like the Lions.
Whether it’s a community project or a heavy-duty cleanup, our towels
provide:

e Superior Absorbency: Clean up messes in one go.

e Industrial Strength: Durable enough for any task.

e Lion-Hearted Reliability: Performance that never quits.

Visit our booth at the 2026 Convention to see our products in action and
learn about our special event pricing for registered 2026 Convention

attendees. QIE %
Trevor Southerland CEO, W
Lions Volunteer Blind Industries 30



Disaster Preparedness Updates

Volunteers are needed for this service project!

Time is of essence as the 2026 District 12N
Convention approaches in Farragut where Lions will
assemble 400 emergency “To-Go Preparedness Kits”.
This is made possible thru the LCIF Disaster
Preparedness Grant awarded to District 12N in July
2025.

The contents of the bags will include items that an
individual would need during the first 24-48 hours
following a disaster. Bags will include a hand-
crank/solar radio with cord for charging items,
waterproof document bag, water filter straw,
disposable gloves, N95 mask, whistle, manual can
opener, inflatable plastic pillow, blanket, hygiene kit,
first aid kit, rain poncho, pen/notepad, USB,
Kleenex/toilet paper, trash bag, multi-purpose tool,
socks, and water proof matches.

Lions will also place a Disaster Preparedness informational tri-fold in each
to go bag/kit. Also, an Emergency Preparedness educational video is being
produced to encourage families to take the time to make a “To-Go Kit” and
emphasize the importance of being prepared.

The “To-Go Kits” will be distributed among the participating clubs who
helped to assemble the bags at the convention. Each club will then make
the decision as to how they will distribute their Kits. It’s important to get
the bags in the hands of potential users!

Additional items are still in need to complete the “To-Go Kits”, and an
Amazon Gift Registry is available for individuals/clubs wishing to assist
with providing items. Doubleclick on the link (below) to be directed to the
Amazon list, and consider purchasing items from this list.

Lions 12N Disaster Praparedness Kits | Amazon Gift List
a

Submitted by: IPDG Keltie Kerney Continued on page 32 31



Disaster Preparedness &
Relief Updates

The Disaster Preparedness/Relief team meets by Zoom the first
Wednesday of each month at 8pm, and all are invited to participate. If
you wish to receive the Zoom link, contact Cabinet Secretary Kathi
Hofstad (kathihofstad@gmail.com) to request the link. Much work has
already been accomplished, involving collaboration with local emergency
management experts and other knowledgeable sources. All clubs are
encouraged to participate as we move forward with this very important
project.

District 12N has received very few requests for disaster relief
assistance during the past month. Two requests were for house fire
assistance, which is not covered by the disaster relief
grant/donation funds. If you know of any ongoing needs caused by
Hurricane Helene, please contact the Disaster Relief team as there

are some funds still available.

SOV TINRE
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Special Weeks of Service

LIONS &LEQS

WEEKS OF SERVICE
2025-2026 *

The Weeks of Service centers around significant
International days, highlighting the impact of
Lions through the world. Lions are encouraged to
do service that greatly impacts their communities
while also finding sustainable ways to increase
service impact, and visibility of the Lions brand
through consistent periods of service.

THE 3 FOCUS AREAS FOR THIS FY INCLUDE:

ENVIRONMENT
LIONS SERVICE WEEK WILL BE FROM

APRIL 18-26, 2026
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Lion of the Year Contest

Lion of the Year 2025

Lion of the year is a great way to honor an outstanding Lion for this calendar year. Send an
email to the district awards chair by February 28, 2026, and include the following information
about your nominee and please see additional rules on the following page.

Name of Nominee

Name of Club

District

Hometown of Nominee

How long has this person been a Lion? (must be a lion for a full year)

1. In what way has your nominee served your club this year? (60 points) include any
projects chaired or other projects worked on in the last 12 months.

2. List any awards or offices (club level or higher) held this year. (20 points)
3. Outside Volunteering done by nominee (20 points)

The nomination must be submitted from the email associated with the Club President or
Secretary based on the Lions Portal.

Request an emailed copy of the Application from Cabinet Secretary,
Kathi Hofstad at: Kathihofstad@gmail.com

Deadline for Submitting Application to DG Nate Hughes via email
is February 28, 2026. Applications received after the deadline

will not be considered. 34
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Lion of the Year Contest (con’t)

Rules and Regulations
Lion of the Year for District and MD 12

1. The committee selecting the “Lion of the Year” shall consider the following points
regarding the importance of the three items in the contest. Item No. 1 = 60 Points, Item No. 2
= 20 Points, Item No.3 = 20 Points.

2. Only one (1) nominee from a club may be entered each year in the District Contest, only
one (1) nominee from a District may be entered each year in the Multiple District Contest and
only one (1) Multiple District “Lion of the Year” shall be selected each year.

3. The candidate, club, and District shall have been “In Good Standing” during the entire
contest period. (See MD-12 Constitution and By Laws Article Ill, Section 1 and Lions
International Constitution and By-Laws Article XI, Section 1(a).)

4, Contest begins January 1, 2025, and ends December 31, 2025.

5. The District Contest & Awards Chairman must receive the local club's completed entry
form emailed no later than February 28, 2026, for the entry to be considered.

6. The District selection committee shall be chaired by the District Contest & Awards Chair
and shall be composed of Lions appointed by the District Governor.

7. Those ineligible to be entered in the district competition are: District Governor, Vice District
Governors, District/Multiple District Contest & Awards Chair.

8. The district winner will be announced at the State Convention, with appropriate awards
and publicity being given.

9. The District Contest & Awards Chairman will submit the district winner to the Multiple
District 12 Tennessee Lions Contest & Awards Chairman on or before a date specified by the
MD-12 Contest & Awards Chairman. Only one (1) nominee shall be submitted to the
Multiple District.

10. The State Contest & Awards Committee shall review the District entries sufficiently in
advance of the State Convention in order to select a winner and have a suitable award
prepared for presentation before the close of the State Convention.

11. Once a Lion has won the District or MD level award of Lion of the Year, he/she must not
be nominated again for the same award for a period of 5 years.

Deadline for Submitting Application to DG Nate Hughes via email
is February 28, 2026. Applications received after the deadline will 35
not be considered.



Lion of the Decade Contest

“LION OF THE DECADE CONTEST - 2025
CONTEST PERIOD: JANUARY 1, 2015 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2025

NOTE: Club must be “In Good Standing” with District and International dues paid up to date for
candidate to be considered. (See MD-12 Constitution By Laws Article 1lI, Section 1 and Lions
International Constitution and By-Laws Article XI, Section 1(a).) Use the following format to
submit your Club’s “LION OF THE DECADE" for competition in the District and Multiple District
contests. Complete your club’s entry form in detail and mail it to your District Contest and
Awards Chairman POST-MARKED OR EMAILED NO LATER THAN February 28, 2026.
Include a small picture of your candidate (color print is acceptable) if at all possible. Attach
additional pages (no mare than 6) with the information specified in items 1-3 below. No
additional pictures or letters of recommendation will be considered.

NAME OF YOUR LIONS CLUB DISTRICT
NAME OF YOUR “LION OF THE DECADE"

NUMBER OF YEARS AS A LION (must have been a Lion for 10 years)
ADDRESS OF YOU “LION OF THE DECADE"

NO 1. How has your nominee served your club in the past 10 years. Please list dates of
Projects or committees chaired or served on. (50 points)

NO. 2. SERVICE RENDERED TO LIONISM BEYOND THE LOCAL CLUB LEVEL BY YOUR
CANDIDATE DURING THE PAST TEN-YEAR PERIOD. List all offices, committees served on,
committees chaired, etc., in the District and beyond. List dates served in these capacities. List
all awards received for service to Lionism. (Counts as 25 Points.)

NO 3. SERVICE RENDERED TO YOUR COMMUNITY BY YOUR CANDIDATE DURING THE
PAST TEN-YEAR PERIOD.(25 points)

Respectfully submitted by:
Name of Secretary or Lion of the Decade Chairman
Contact information

Request an emailed copy of the Application from Cabinet
Secretary, Kathi Hofstad at: Kathihofstad@gmail.com

Deadline for Submitting Application to DG Nate Hughes via email
is February 28, 2026. Applications received after the deadline
will not be considered.
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Lion of the Decade Contest (con’t)

Lion of the Decade - 2025
Rules and regulations governing the “Lion of the Decade” contest

1. The district committee selecting the “Lion of the Decade” shall consider the following points
with regard to the importance of the three items in the contest. No. 1 = 50 Points No. 2 = 25
Points No.3 = 25 points.

2. Only one (1) nominee from a club may be entered each year in the District Contest, only one
(1) nominee from a District may be entered each year in the Mulliple District Contest and only
one (1) Multiple District “Lion of the Decade” shall be selected each year.

3. The candidate shall have been “In Good Standing” in his/her local club during the entire
contest period. (See MD-12 Constitution and By Laws Article I, Section 1 and Lions
International Constitution and By-Laws Article XI, Section 1(a).)

4. Contest begins January 1, 2015 and ends December 31, 2025

5. The District Contest & Awards Chairman must receive the local club’'s completed entry form
postmarked or emailed no later than February 28, 2026 for the entry to be considered.

6. The District selection committee shall be chaired by the District Contest & Awards Chairman
and shall be composed of Lions appointed by the District Governor.

7. Those ineligible to be entered in the District competition are: District Governor, Vice District
Governors and District Contest & Awards Chairmen

8. The District winner will be announced at the State Convention, with appropriate awards and
publicity being given.

9. The District Contest & Awards Chairman will submit the District winner to the Multiple District
12 Tennessee Lions Contest & Awards Chairman on or before a date specified by the MD-12
Contest Awards Chairman. Only one (1) nominee shall be submitted to the Multiple District,
and Lion of the Decade cannot be Lion of the Year.

10. The State Contest & Awards committee shall review the district entries sufficiently in
advance of the State Convention in order to select a winner and have a suitable award
prepared for presentation by the close of the State Convention.

11. A lion who has been nominated for the award of Lion of the Decade and wins at the District
level may not be nominated again for the same award for a period of 5 years and cannot use
the nominating information previously used for the prior 5 years.

Deadline for Submitting Application to DG Nate Hughes via email
is February 28, 2026. Applications received after the deadline will
not be considered. 37



Lions Code of Ethics

To show my faith in the worthiness of my vocation by industrious
application to the end that | may merit a reputation for quality of service.

To seek success and to demand all fair remuneration or profit as my just
due, but to accept no profit or success at the price of my own self-
respect lost because of unfair advantage taken or because of
questionable acts on my part.

To remember that in building up my business it is not necessary to tear
down another’s; to be loyal to my clients or customers and true to
myself.

Whenever a doubt arises as to the right or ethics of my position or action
towards others, to resolve such doubt against myself.

To Hold friendship as an end and not a means. To hold that true
friendship exists not on account of the service performed by one to
another, but that true friendship demands nothing but accepts service in
the spirit in which it is given.

Always to bear in mind my obligations as a citizen to my nation, my state,
and my community, and to give them an unswerving loyalty in word, act,
and deed. To give them freely of my time, labor and means.

To Aid others by giving my sympathy to those in distress, my aid to the
weak, and my substance to the needy.

To be Careful with my criticism and liberal with my praise, to build up
and not destroy.
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NEWS & VIEWS ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS

We know you’re making a difference in your communities, and we
want to hear about it! Whether it’s a service project, fundraiser,
officer installation, new member inductions, or recognizing a
member’s hard work, share your experiences with us. Let’s inspire
and learn from each other.

Articles for News & Views should be submitted in WORD or JPEG
formats (please avoid PDFs). Use the font size of 16, and keep
articles under 200 words. If including photos (strongly
encouraged!), limit your article to 100 words and include the names
of individuals in the photos when possible.

Send your submissions to 2nd VDG Kim Osborne at
kimosborne607@gmail.com by the 20th day of the month.
We look forward to seeing your stories!

WE NEED YOUR HELP:

It’s come to our attention that some
of our fellow Lions may not be
aware of the News & Views
Newsletter that’s delivered to
inboxes at the start of each month.
This monthly publication is packed
with valuable updates, event
information, and resources that are
important for all of us in District
12N.

We’re encouraging all Club Presidents to highlight News & Views at
each meeting and help spread the word. Please remind your members
to check their email and take a few minutes each month to stay
informed and connected through this helpful resource.

Together, let’s make sure every Lion in 12N is in the know! &~ 39
2" VDG Kim Osborne - News & Views Editor and Publisher



